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human trafficking reaching alarming proportions in south-eastern Europe WITH NEW TRENDS EMERGING 
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GENEVA- Victims of human trafficking in South Eastern Europe (SEE), particularly minors, are increasingly being trafficked for forced labour, begging and delinquency, according to a new report. 

The Second Annual Report on Victims of Trafficking in South Eastern Europe, produced by the Regional Clearing Point (RCP), an IOM managed programme, presents the most comprehensive picture to date of trafficking in South Eastern Europe. 

The report, which was conducted in cooperation with numerous counter-trafficking organisations highlights the fact that victims are trafficked from, through and to SEE for a variety of purposes including labour, begging and adoption - and not just for sexual exploitation.  

According to the report, trafficking has reached alarming proportions in the region and affects an increasing number of men. This is particularly true in the case of Albania where 70% of victims trafficked for labour, begging, and delinquency were male. Whilst the total number of victims assisted in SEE between January 2000 and December 2004 amounts to 6,255, the report emphasizes that the figure of those being trafficked is believed to be far greater. 

Albania, Romania, Moldova and to a lesser extent Bulgaria and the province of Kosovo (Serbia and Montenegro) are the main countries/entities of origin for victims of trafficking in the region, representing 89% of the victims assisted in 2004. However, the report notes an increase in the number of victims who are trafficked from Croatia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, which until now had been countries of transit and destination. 

Ukraine remained the primary country of origin for victims of trafficking to SEE, with an increasing number of victims trafficked from distant countries such as China, Iraq, Georgia, Mongolia, Lebanon, Armenia and Uzbekistan. 

Furthermore, the report highlights an increase in internal trafficking in countries such as Serbia, Montenegro, Romania and Bulgaria, which in some cases constitutes a first step to international trafficking. 

Increasingly throughout the region, victims are trafficked with legal documents and cross borders at official crossings, a fact which according to the report indicates that trafficking occurs with a facade of legality. 

The report notes, however, that traffickers and their accomplices adapt to existing counter-trafficking measures by modifying their modes of operation and their trafficking routes. It adds that deporting victims of trafficking back to their countries of origin contributes to widespread re-trafficking.

Work abroad continues to be the main reason that drives most trafficking victims to leave home, as many victims are unemployed, underemployed or suffer from low salaries at home. However, the report notes that recruitment through bogus job advertisements and job agencies is less common in the region as the general public is more aware of the dangers of accepting dubious jobs abroad. Instead, new recruitment methods - such as the ‘lover-boy’ and the use of female recruiters, often victims or former victims themselves, are employed.    

Nevertheless, the report notes that there have been a number of positive developments in the area of victim assistance and protection, most notably in the areas of referral mechanisms for victims of trafficking and governments involvement in prevention, protection and prosecution activities. 

However, the report highlights significant gaps, especially when it comes to identifying and providing specialised assistance to minors who are victims of trafficking. The report also calls for increased inter-governmental cooperation and for the setting up of a centralised database to promote a better understanding of trafficking  

Funding for the RCP programme, originally established under the Stability Pact Task Force on Trafficking in Human Beings, comes from the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC), the Austrian Coordination Office for Technical Cooperation, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the United States Department of State Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM) and IOM. 
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